CHINA

transitory conditions The fundamental fact
is that the revolution was accomplished by a
handful of men educated in foreign customs
and foreign ideas, and working with a mer-
cenary army (for it is clear that the troops who
have taken part on either side are mercenaries
who transfer their allegiance from one party
to the other according as they are paid).
There is no national movement in China, for
there is no Chinese nation, in the sense that
there is an English or a French or a German
nation. The Chinese, as I have already pointed
out, though they have never been divided
as India has, have never been united by a
common political consciousness. Their social
organisation has rested not on the central
government, but on the family and the village.
Government has been a mechanism imposed
from above to make roads and canals, to do
justice, and to collect taxes. And the com-
parative isolation of China for many centuries,
the absence of wars waged for very existence,
such as have built up the European system,
prevented the formation of national sentiment
by outside pressure. Tlie Chinese have been
the most peaceable, and, in many respects,
the most civilised people the world has seen.
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